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Our School

Islay High School is a six year school which serves the islands of Islay and Jura. The school roll
was 210 in September 2009. Its associated primary schools are Bowmore, Port Ellen, Port
Charlotte, Keills and Small Isles.

In 2009/10 there were 24 teachers some of whom work part time. Students and teaching staff are
supported by classroom assistants, a librarian and technicians. The school also received an
allocation of time from Area Network Support Staff and the educational psychologist.

The day to day operation of the school is supported by the Administrative and Finance Assistant
and four clerical staff through a mix of full and part-time working. We also have a full time
janitor.

Other specialist staff who support our students are two music instructors, our vocational tutors
(employed by Argyll College) a French assistant and the school nurse.

An active school provided links with parents and the wider community. Our new Parent
Council, constituted in August 2007, will build upon these strong links.

Islay High School has strong links with the business community who provide Work Experience

placements, Enterprise and Vocational placements and other advice and help to our students and

staff.
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Accommodation

The school is a single storey building with full disabled access. In addition to our well equipped
teaching arecas we have a library, Assembly Hall, Canteen, Gym and separate Games Hall.

Islay High School also has recently completed Vocational Centre which comprises a
Construction Crafts Workshop, an industry level Hospitality Kitchen, a fully functional

Hairdressing Salon and Beauty Salon.
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Following consultation with all stakeholders Islay High School has identified our core values and

confidences.

®I|_'_' g i

® Enthusiasm and motivation for learning.
e Determination to reach high standard of achievement.

e  Openness to new thinking and ideas.
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Confident Individuals with:
e Self respect
e A sense of physical, mental and emotional well-being.
e Secure values and beliefs.
e Ambitions.
Responsible Citizens with:
e Respect for others.

e Commitment to participate responsibly in political, economic, social and cultural life.

Effective Contributors with:

An enterprising attitude.
e Resilience.
e Self Reliance.

e The ability to meet the demands of our changing world.

CURRICULUM STRUCTURES
Students in S1 and S2 follow courses in line with the Curiculum for excellence guidelines..
Some S1/S2 classes are mixed ability: others are set. Interdisciplinary tasks are included

within the S1/2 curiculum
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Each student in S3-S6 studies 5 subjects for 5 periods per week. Each course is 1 year in
duration. Students take examinations where appropriate in their chosen subjects in May of
the school session.

e C(Classes will be composed of students in S3-S6.

e Students choose the level of study which is appropriate to their ability and interest.
Courses are available from Access 3 — Advanced Higher. Students may choose to
study a mix of Vocational and Non-Vocational subjects.

e English and Maths are compulsory in S3.

See options from in appendix for full range of courses on offer.
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Vocational Education

We offer Skills for work courses in Construction Crafts at Intl, Int 2; Hairdressing at Int 1, Int 2
and Hair and Beauty-a Scottish progression Award. Three social enterprise companies have
been constituted — one for hospitality; one for hair and beauty and one for construction.

We also offer Rural Skills and Early Education and Child Care. Next session we will re-

introduce Cosmetology.
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Leadership

All our staff and students have opportunities to take part in team building and leadership training,.

Science & Technology
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S2 Loch Eil — Residential Experience

All students have the opportunity to spend a week at Loch Eil Outdoor Centre where they

take part in a wide range of activities designed to build confidence, to develop leadership and

to develop team-working skills.

Le dicheall thig eolas




S5/S6 Expedition

Every two years students have the opportunity to take part in a four week expedition. 2009
was an expedition to Borneo linked with a ‘Dreams and Teams’ week log visit to the
Micronesian island of Palau. Previous destinations have been Costa Rica, Ecuador and
Malawi. The experience involves planning, budgeting, personal challenge and community
aid.

S5/86 Palau and Borneo Expedition

In June 2009 ten students went on a four week adventure of a lifetime. As part of the British
Sports Youth Trust, Dreams & Teams initiative the group headed first to Palau — an
independent country in Micronesia in the heart of the Pacific. The main focus of the visit
was the interaction with pupils from Palau High School, working together on several sporting
activities. The group then moved on to Bomeo for a three week expedition through
Malaysian rainforest as part of the Outlook Expeditions. The group were involved in several
community pursuits and climbed the highest peak in SE Asia — Mt Kinabalu.

The group fundraised throughout the whole academic year; quizzes, bingo nights, sales, car
washes, beach cleans as well as compiling the island telephone directory — The Phoney Book.

The next expedition in 2010/11 will be heading to the island of Madagascar.
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ICT
Our school is fully wireless networked. All teaching areas have wireless projectors. All

teaching staff have PC tablets. Many teaching areas have interactive whiteboards.

All students each receive an Ultra Mobile PC which they use for classwork and homework.

IS‘

We aim to equip our students with the necessary skills for the 21> century.
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Pre — inspection Report Findings

Particular strengths of the school

e The school’s ambitious, creative and innovative ethos.

e The school’s strong, inclusive community ethos.

e The school’s clear and agreed set of values and confidences.

e The strong and positive relationship between staff and students based upon mutual
respect, equality and fairness.

e The wide range of learner experience.

e The range of student opportunities for personal development.

e The school’s curriculum offers students a broad and varied range of academic and
vocational pathways offering personalization and informed choice and enhanced
opportunities for achievement.

e The school’s commitment to personal and professional support for staff and students.

e The school’s leadership development programme to build capacity across the whole
school community.

e The extent to which ICT has been embedded in the learning and teaching experience
across the school.

e The wide variety of local, national and international partnerships which the school has
developed.

The following examples of good practice were noted
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Good Practice

e The use of ICT in learning and teaching.

e The use of AifLL and cooperative learning pedagogies.

e The school’s approach to personal and professional development.

e The impact of the school’s behaviour management practices.

e The development of interdisciplinary learning.

e The introduction of the tutor system to improve personal support for students.
e The effective tracking and monitoring of students.

e The level of distributive leadership across the school community.

e The level of primary and secondary transition links.

e The school runs an award-winning, popular, healthy breakfast club.

Quality of learners’ achievement

e There are a number of off-island cross-sectoral school band trips. Avery large
proportion of instrumental pupils participate in the Associated Boards of the Royal
Schools of Music exam system often achieving a 100% pass rate.

e The S6 Student Leaders Development Programme includes training in coaching and
mentoring, supporting learning, child protection and financial planning. In addition
to having responsibilities across the school, the student leaders work with tutor
groups in a supportive and consultative role across the school, represent the school in
various community forums and they lead and organize charity events.

e The school sends a team to the Argyll Youth Games and participates in the Mid-

Argyll games. S3-S6 students have opportunity to achieve a Community Sports
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Leaders Award while supporting primary pupils and secondary pupils in sporting

activities.

The web-design group is responsible for re-designing the school website.

S1 pupils annually raise over £1000 for their chosen charity “Children with

Leukaemia” — it is now in its eighth year.

'aa
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Hmle Inspection Report Findings

In March 2010 the school underwent a full HMIe inspection. A summary of the report (28th
April 2010 is outlined below:

Particular Strengths of the School

e The school’s ambitious and innovative curriculum

e The wide range of learners’ experiences, including those supported by variety of
local, national and international partnerships

e The commitment to staff to improving classroom experiences

e The headteacher’s leadership of change

Areas for Improvement

o Improve approaches to involving all stakeholders in evaluating the work of the school to
support improvement

o Continue to develop leadership opportunities for all school groups

o Build on existing work with partners to increase opportunities for and recognition of
young people’s achievements

o Review arrangements for religious requirements

Le dicheall thig eolas




The Evaluations for Islay High School

Improvements in performance good
Learner’s experiences good
Meeting learning needs very good
The curriculum very good
Improvement through self evaluation good

The full report can be found on the HMIe website: ww.hmie.gov.uk
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Improvement Priorities 2009/2010

Priority 1

Curriculum for excellence
S1 - 83 curriculum changes

Priority 2

Curriculum for excellence
Interdisciplinary Learning

Priority 3

Curriculum for excellence

Staged introduction of Literacy Experiences
& Outcomes targeting MFL, Social Subjects,
Art and English

Priority 5

Curriculum for excellence

Staged introduction of Numeracy
Experiences & Outcomes targeting Science,
Technological Activities and Maths

For a full list and details see following Islay High Improvement Plan 2009/10. Also
included are the details of the Improvement Plan 2010/11
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5-14 Attainment 2009/2010

Present level of | Present level of | Target level of
performance performance performance
(June 2008) (June 2009) (June 2009)
Target Measure % S2 roll % S2 roll % S2 roll
attaining attaining attaining
or exceeding or exceeding or exceeding
Level E Level E Level E
Reading School 87 80 i
Argyll & Bute 73 79 74
Consortium* 67 o N/A
Writing School 71 54 #
Argyll & Bute 60 58 61
Consortium* 53 e N/A
Mathematics School 87 67 1
Argyll & Bute 69 64 70
Consortium* 63 " N/A

For 5-14 attainment, the figure is the percentage of the S2 roll exceeding level E

*As 5-14 data is no longer collected by the Scottish Executive Education Department
(SEED) no Scotland data is available. However, Argyll & Bute is part of a consortium of
eighteen Scottish Authorities who have agreed to share 5 —14 data for benchmarking

purposes

#Target level performances take into account the number of students with additional

educational needs.
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SQA EXAMINATION RESULTS (% of S4 Roll)

By the end of S4 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
School 96 87 98
5+ Awards at Level 3 or Better Argyll & Bute 94 92 94
Scotland 91 91 92
School 87 72 86
5+ Awards at Level 4 or Better Argyll & Bute 84 81 84
Scotland 76 Yl d 78
School 48 38 31
5+ Awards at Level 5 or Better Argyll & Bute 37 35 39
Scotland 34 35 36

By the end of S5 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
School 25 52 46
1+ Awards at Level 6 or Better Argyll & Bute 45 45 48
Scotland 39 40 43
School 7 26 21
3+ Awards at Level 6 or Better Argyll & Bute 25 23 24
Scotland 22 23 25
School 0 20 13
5+ Awards at Level 6 or Better Argyll & Bute 10 9 8
Scotland 10 10 11

By the end of S6 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
School 25 15 41
3+ Awards at Level 6 or Better Argyll & Bute 31 35 34
Scotland 30 31 33
School 13 5 26
5+ Awards at Level 6 or Better Argyll & Bute 19 23 22
Scotland 20 20 22
School 10 4 17
1+ Awards at Level 7 Argyll & Bute 13 16 15
Scotland 13 13 15

:
l
| Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) levels:

Level 7 CSYS at A-C; Advanced Higher at A-C

Level 6 Higher at A-C

Level 5 Intermediate 2 at A-C; Standard Grade at 1-2
Level 4 Intermediate 1 at A-C; Standard Grade at 3-4
Level 3 Access 3 Cluster, Standard Grade at 5-6
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Ethos
The ethos of our school is very good. Visitors to the school frequently comment upon the
positive interaction between staff and students. Teachers accompanying students on trips
often receive compliments regarding the attitude and general manners of our students.
The role of our Student Leaders continues to develop. They have responsibility for planning
and executing all School Charity events. All school dances are organized by them. They
undertake supervisory duties at break times and lunchtimes. Where appropriate they act as
mentors for younger students.
In order to help them carry out these roles successfully they receive a range of training

including Assertive Discipline:
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A Taste of the Wider Life of Our School

Health awareness afternoon at Islay High

On Friday the 5" of October, all pupils at Islay High school were involved in a health awareness
afternoon. The staff offered a wide range of workshops for the pupils to choose from including
cooking a healthy meal, relaxation workshops and playing old playground games. The pupils
were enthusiastic and learnt about the importance of keeping a healthy body and mind.

Drugs and Alcohol Awareness
Strathclyde Police gave informative and age appropriate presentations to all pupils.

Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust Workshops

Four groups of eleven pupils participated in marine education workshops aboard a ‘Silurian’ —
the trusts research and education vessel. The pupils learnt about the boat and how it is used for
research and monitoring of whales and Dolphins. They were shown how a hydrophone works,
the recording of sounds by the computer which was listened to by the pupils. All were interested
in the variety of sounds made by the different marine mammals. They examined starfish,
limpets, crabs, lobsters, crayfish, sea urchin and also collected and observed plankton under the
microscope. The adaptations and role of these organisms in food webs was discussed.

Co-Curricular Activities
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On a Wednesday and Friday afternoons pupils choose a co-curricular activity. The aim of these
activities is to provide pupils with choice and to offer further opportunities for achievement. The
activities mainly run for three thirteen week blocks, other activities require pupils to participate
for the full year. Pupils therefore have the opportunity to engage in diverse experiences. The
activities are all offered voluntarily by staff who can utilise their interest and expertise with
pupils out-with certificate classes.

Below are some of the co-curricular activities offered in 2009-10

Sports Academy, Girls Sports Academy, Gaelic Film Production, Music, Science Club,
Hair and Beauty, Woodworking, Nature Watch, UMPC Masterclass, First Aid, Pins and
Needles, Fashion Show, Creative Crafts, Creative Writing, Wheels not Meals, Archaeology,
Social Enterprise.

Film G

In 2010 the school won national Film G awards for the Gaelic film ‘An Tur’ in the categories
Best Production and People’s Choice that was produced during co-curricular activity time.

UK School Games

The school sent two Young Ambassadors to the UK Schools Games in Cardiff to work with
prospective Olympic Athletes by officiating at the national event.
National Junior Whale Conference

The school were invited to send five pupil delegates to the National Junior Whale Conference in
Alton Towers where they won a national award for the best presentation on their topic ‘Whale
Intelligence and Social Awareness’. They also represented the UK in a debate to agree on an
international whaling quota. The prize was that the school has now adopted a humpback whale
called Midnight!

Forensic Science Visit

S1 pupils had a murder to solve in the science department as ‘CSI Bowmore’ came to the
school. The University of West Scotland were invited to give a series of workshops on forensic
science to budding criminologists and pathologists in S2 Science.

Skeryvore

The junior school experienced interdisciplinary delight as the group Skerryvore engaged pupils

in a variety of workshops to explore Gaelic music, culture and heritage. The high point of the
interdisciplinary was that pupils got to perform with the band at a public concert.
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Redevelopment of Bowmore

Senior students wee involve in the consultation process about the proposed redevelopment of
Bowmore. They were looking at the needs for the impact of the development working with town
planners and architects.

Student Leaders

S6 can apply to become Student Leaders and if successful at interview they take upon a range of
responsibilities within the school and gain some extra privileges. They help supervise the
canteen and social areas, represent the school at various forums, help with younger pupils and
organise school dances ad other fund raising events throughout the year.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Football
Drama

Table Tennis
Rugby

Band
Badminton
Swimming
Breakfast Club
Young Enterprise
Heart Start
Basketball
Science Club

In addition we offer a wide range of activities two afternoons per week as part of our wider
curriculum
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Pupil Option Form 2009/10

Pupil Name Register Class Pupil signature
Parent/Guardian signature
Column A Column B Column C Column D Column E
H French H Art H Biology H Admin H Chemistry
H Maths H English H History H English H Health & Food Tech
H Music H Geography H Maths H Gaelic H Lifestyle & CS
H PE H Gaidhlig H Product Design
H Physics
Int 2 PE Int2 Art Int2 Admin Int 2 English Int 2 Hairdressing
Int 2 Maths Int 2 Construction Int 2 Maths Int 2 Chemistry Int 2 Biology
Int 2 Music Int 2 English Int 2 Physics Int 2 Web Design Int 2 Construction
Int 2 PCS Int 2 Hairdressing Int 2 Hospitality Int 2 Hospitality Int 2 Health & Food Tech
Int 2 French Int 2 Rural Skills SG Gaelic Int 2 Gaelic Int 2 Media Studies
NC Hair & Beauty Int2 P.E. SG Gaidhlig NC Hair & Beauty Int 2 History
SG Biology Int 2 Business SG HE. SG C&D SG Gaelic
SG Geography Management SG French SG Geography
SG History SG H.E.
SG Music Int 1 Construction Int 1 Cosmetology
Int 1 Hairdressing Int 1 Media Studies

Int 1 Biology Int 1 English Int 1 Maths Int 1 English Int 1 Hospitality
Int 1 Business Int 1 Cosmetology Int 1 Rural Skills Int 1 Construction Int 1 Rural Skills

Management Int 1 Music Int 1 Admin Int 1 Hairdressing Int 1 History
Intl Art Int 1 PE Int] PE(performance)
Int 1 PCS Certificate in Personal
Int 1 Hospitality Finance

T A ST TN RTINS




If you would like further information about the school or would like more information about this
report please conctact:

] Acting Head Teacher: Mr. Stephen Harrison Address: School Street
i Bowomore

1 Telephone: 01496 810 239 ISLAY

PA43 7LS
Email:enquiries@islay.argyll-bute.sch.uk
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